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SECTION 2 - Mayoral Minutes 

MM - Regional response to the Asian Tsunami Disaster - (79351, 75355, 74251) 
 
 

REPORT: 

The Mayor raised the issue of a regional response to the Asian Tsunami Disaster with the Western Sydney 
Regional Organisation of Councils Ltd (WSROC).  A meeting was convened by WSROC and held on 
Monday, 31 January 2005. 
 
The meeting discussed the initial response that councils had already made in partnership with their local 
communities.  Whilst WSROC councils had been very proactive in this area, there was broad agreement 
that Local Government's most significant ongoing contribution could be supplying practical expertise during 
the reconstruction phase at the local or regional level, something which councils are uniquely placed to do.  
This would also involve a much longer-term engagement, possibly over a 5 (five) year period. 
 
A number of options were put forward at this meeting and these options are detailed in the attached letter 
from WSROC dated 2 February 2005.  WSROC now seek Council's support to the proposed options, 
including; 
 
• establishment contacts with local and regional communities in tsunami-affected areas; 
• Identify the most appropriate communities, groups and projects in these areas to work with; 
• Send council staff with the appropriate expertise to these areas; 
• Bring relevant people from these communities to Australia for training; 
• Integrate the strategy within the ALGA and LGSA responses 
• Identify funding options particularly if the project is to be sustained over a five-year (5 year) period; 
• Investigate a Sister City relationship at a Regional level. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council support the development of a plan for a long-term regional response to the Asian tsunami 
disaster as outlined in the letter from WSROC dated 2 February 2005. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 

AT - 1 Letter from WSROC dated 2 February 2005, outlining proposal in relation to a Regional response 
to the Asian tsunami disaster. 
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SECTION 4 - Reports for Determination 

GENERAL MANAGER 

 
ITEM 31: GM A - Consultation pursuant to Local Government Act - Section: 332, 333, 

337, 342 and 348 of the Local Government Act (1993) - (79351)) 
 
Previous Item: 21, Ordinary (25 January 2005) 
 
 

Reason for Confidentiality 

This report is CONFIDENTIAL in accordance with Section 10A(2)(a) of the Local Government Act 1993, 
which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to the following: - 
 

(a) personnel matters concerning particular individuals (other than councillors) 
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